
There is a noticeable gap when most puppies leave the breeder’s 
home to join their new family and when training starts. We are 
working hard to close the gap, seamlessly transitioning puppies from 
breeders to families by educating the new families so they can hit the 
ground running when their new puppy comes home. This means the 
hard work and effort put forth by good breeders does not go wasted. 
There is less frustration in the new homes as well because they know 
whatwhat to do on a daily basis, what to expect and how to continue doing 
what the breeder started doing with the puppy, ultimately leading to 
better outcomes for everyone. We are thankful for you partnering 
with us to help fix this problem and improve the lives of puppies and 
their new families. If you have any suggestions or ways we can 
improve please let us know. 

Do your families ask you for a calm puppy? While I 
agree there are different personalities in every litter, I 
also believe you can teach a puppy to be calm. There is 
a big difference between letting a puppy run around like 
a wild child and teaching him to settle on a mat when 
appropriate. I start very early with a young puppy 
teaching him good things come to those who lie down on 
a a mat! To start, I put a mat in my kitchen area near the 
location I am working. I stand right next to the mat and 
reward my puppy for sniffing it, putting a paw on it, then 
ultimately going on it. I then lure them into a down and 
jackpot reward them! From that moment on, if they 
choose to go on the mat and lie down, I drop a piece of 
chicken from last night’s dinner in between their front 
pawspaws and continue doing what I’m doing. If they stay 
there, I drop a cheerio or piece of string cheese next. It’s 
a amazing how quickly a very young puppy learns to run 
to his mat and relax while I’m working in the kitchen all 
because he knows good things come to those who are 
calm.

Please make sure you display 
this badge on your website 
and link it to our Learn More
page. Thank you!

www.baxterandbella.com/learn-more


